
October will 
be a ‘double 
bonus’ month for 
communities in our 
area, as the Battle 
River Community 
Foundation hosts 
two separate 
events, to celebrate 
two very special 
and deserving 
Community 
Builders.

On Friday, October 
18, Camrose 

businessman Rob Hauser will be honoured at 
a Community Builders dinner at the Norsemen 
Inn. Rob is the owner of Hauser Home Hardware 
Building Centre in Camrose and an active 
supporter of many local organizations and events.

Just eight days later, on Saturday, October 26, 
Daysland resident Bob Hanrahan will be the 
featured guest at a Community Builders dinner of 
his own, being held at the Daysland Community 

Hall. Bob ran the 
local postal outlet 
and has also 
served as a funeral 
director for many 
years, in addition 
to his outstanding 
volunteer 
contributions to the 
Daysland area.

Both events will 
include first-class 
meals, a variety of 
live auction items 
and speakers who 
will share their favourite stories and recollections 
of the honourees.

Please see the following pages to learn more 
about each of this fall’s tribute recipients.

Tickets for either tribute night can be obtained 
through Battle River Community Foundation 
board members or by calling the BRCF office at 
780-679-0449.
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In accordance with the Alberta 

Charitable Fundraising Act,  
we are pleased to provide the 

following information:
At the Camrose dinner, October 18, 
the BRCF expects to raise $45,000 
at an anticipated cost of $16,000.

At the Daysland dinner, the  
BRCF expects to raise $15,000  

at a cost of $4,000.

Rob Hauser Bob Hanrahan



Rob Hauser is known as a community builder, 
but not because he owns a hardware and 
lumber business.
The Camrose-raised businessman has 
achieved great success and earned many 
accolades over the years, as he has made the 
shift from being a young Master Electrician 
to becoming the dedicated leader of Hauser 
Home Hardware Building Centre, overseeing 
a staff of 60 and helping to ensure the local 
area is well-served with building materials, 
supplies and home décor items.
But it’s his behind-the-scenes commitment 
to having strong relationships and supporting 
people, along with the core value of giving 
back to the community, that makes Rob a true 

community builder in the eyes of the Battle 
River Community Foundation.
Born in Killam in 1960, Rob is one of the six 
children of parents Ervin and Mary Hauser. 
Ervin managed a grain elevator in Strome but, 
when a medical condition made that career 
impossible, the family relocated to Camrose 
in 1963. When Rob was 11, his father was 
killed in an industrial accident while at work 
clearing land in Ft. St. John. That left Mary on 
her own to raise her daughter and five sons, 
ranging in age from 17 to 9 years old.
“We all had to take on new responsibilities,” 
Rob recalls. “Our Mom went to work at the 
IGA store, to pay the mortgage and make 
sure we had food on the table. My sister and 
older brothers really stepped up, too.”
Rob feels the whole community of Camrose 
was instrumental in helping their family 
succeed during those difficult years. “There 
were times when community groups helped 
our family, with a Christmas hamper or other 
things that we needed,” he remembers. Just 
as important were the local programs and 
clubs that were available to keep the kids 
busy.
“There was a swimming club, Cubs / Scouts, 
flag football, a choir and a whole range of 
different summer programs the City offered,” 
Rob says. “I think we were in all of them! Our 
Mom worked at the store most days and we 
were young kids who needed to be guided in 
positive directions. Those clubs and programs 
were really important for us.”
Over the years, as Rob grew up, earned 
his status as a Master Electrician and 
made his way into the lumber business, his 
commitment to supporting the community 
has continued to strengthen. As he helped 
raised his son and daughter, welcomed a step-
daughter and now takes delight in his growing 
number of grandchildren (soon to be three!) 
Rob’s dedication to supporting others only 
grows. 
“Being able to give back to the community that 
has supported me, both as a person and as a 
business owner, really resonates in my heart.”
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Rob has been able to travel in recent years.  
He caught this tiger fish in South America.

Members of the Home Hardware Building  
Centre team show off a different kind of 

hardware – recognition for their hard work  
and community commitment.



Bob Hanrahan is turning 94 years old on October 12. 
Two weeks later, on Saturday, October 26, he’s going 
to do something he’s never done before. He’s going to 
let himself be the centre of attention at a Community 
Builder’s Tribute Night, to raise funds in support of 
the Battle River Community Foundation that will, in 
turn, be used to support projects and activities in the 
Daysland area.

It’s not because Bob thinks he actually warrants 
the title of “community builder” or that he has done 
anything worthy of celebrating that he has agreed to be 
acknowledged. It’s because he thinks the Battle River 
Community Foundation is a great organization that can 
help keep his community strong.

“The Foundation gives money back, to support 
important causes and projects in my area,” Bob 
explains. “I’m happy to support my community, so 
that’s why I’m allowing my name to stand.”

That explanation, and the community dedication 
behind it, is exactly the reason why Bob Hanrahan is 
considered a community builder.

Bob has spent his whole lifetime working to make his 
community a better place. He first came to Daysland as 
a toddler, in 1927, when his father got the job of local 
Postmaster. Growing up, Bob says, he always saw his 
parents as an example of how to be good citizens.  

His Dad, particularly, was active in the community, 
running for Town Council and even serving as the 
Mayor of Daysland in addition to his other efforts.

“I tried to keep up to his example,” Bob explains, “and 
follow in his footsteps.”

During his 90+ years in the community Bob has, 
himself, become an outstanding example of dedicated 
service. He was a volunteer fireman for 46 years, 
including 19 years as Chief; he started the local 
ambulance service and spent 20 years as a driver; he 
served 5 years on the Town Council; has been a 
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Teenage Bob (back) with his parents and 
brothers. A sister (inset) arrived later.

Bob in his hockey gear.

Wedding Day, 1949.



Legion member of 73 years; was part of the Daysland 
Cemetery Committee; participated in the local Elks 
(starting in 1946), the Curling Club, the Golf Club, the 
Hospital Foundation and the Drop-in Centre society. 
In addition to all of that, he was a member of the 
Northstars hockey team for 25 years and then spent 10 
years with the Goodtimers, as well as coaching. 

And all of that is in addition to his two main jobs – 
decades spent running the Daysland Post Office and 
more than 70 years as a funeral director.

It seems an odd combination, but it make sense in the 
context of Bob’s life experience. He worked with his 
father before and after serving in the Navy during WWII, 
and became the local Postmaster when his Dad retired 
in 1956.

Bob worked for a local businessman the summer he 
was 16. Mr. Richmond had a gas delivery service 
and was also the local undertaker. A rafting accident 
resulted in the death of three local boys, and Bob, 
whose summer job was delivering gas, was called 
upon to help prepare their bodies for burial. That tragic 
event was the beginning of Bob’s understanding of the 
importance of funerals and his dedication to assisting 
local citizens during their most difficult days. He is 
grateful to have been able to combine his two careers 
so successfully in service to the community.

It was because of his work at the Post Office that Bob 
met his late wife, Norma. Originally Norma Kvittem, 
who grew up in Bawlf, served in the air force and then 
worked in the Daysland branch of the Bank of Montreal. 
The local post office was across the street and, as fate 

would have it, Norma 
brought the bank’s mail 
over to Bob’s building 
every day. 

The couple were 
married in February of 
1949. Norma remained 
at the Bank until son 
Jim arrived in 1959, 
with son Dave coming 
on the scene two years 
later. Norma was also 
active in the local United 
Church, the Eastern Star 
and other organizations 
throughout her lifetime.

The couple enjoyed a 
lovely life together until Norma passed away in the fall 
of 2007, at the age of 88. Bob remained in the family 
home until the spring of this year, when he moved into 
a suite at Providence Place following an illness. 

“We are so lucky to have this facility in our little town,” 
he says. “There are excellent cooks, and very nice 
people living here too. I’m very happy here.”

As he approaches the age of 94, Bob is grateful to have 
regained reasonable health, and have the opportunity 
to try new adventures. He is getting settled into his new 
home and says his granddaughters have even “got him 
texting”.

Though he’s not sure why he’s been selected for 
recognition as a Community Builder, because “lots of 
people have done lots of more important things”, Bob 
is definitely looking forward to an enjoyable evening on 
October 26. And the Foundation is looking forward to 
the opportunity to celebrate an incredible citizen.
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Bob and Norma.

Bob has been celebrated 
by the Legion.

Bob and his sons with the Daysland street sign 
in honour of his community contributions.



Through his business, Rob has been able to 
support a wide variety of local causes, both 
big and small. Some of his most significant 
financial contributions have included 
partnering with other local businesses to 
build and sell a home that raised $100,000 
for charity; as well as designing and outfitting 
a fully furnished and outfitted cabin that was 
auctioned at Big Valley Jamboree.
The charity that has been closest to Rob’s 
heart for decades is Centra Cam, which 
serves adults with developmental disabilities. 
Centra Cam clients have always been 
welcome employees in Rob’s store, and he 
has literally been on the organization’s board 
for decades. He raises funds and finds creative 
ways to contribute to their success.

Another “heart string” organization for Rob 
is Habitat for Humanity. It’s a logical fit for 
Home Hardware to be involved with, but it’s 
also a way for Rob to get to know families in 
need and encourage them. He has managed 
multiple building projects for the local chapter 
and always finds time to swing a hammer as 
well. 
“I’ve had the privilege of building a 
relationship with some of the families who 
have been part of Habitat for Humanity,” Rob 
explains. “I see the difference that having a 
stable, affordable home has made to them. It’s 
so important and it means a lot to be able to 
help make that happen.”
In addition to his own work in the community, 
Rob encourages all Home Hardware staff to be 
involved in organizations that are meaningful 
to them. He encourages their membership and 
supports their causes.
“I’ve come to understand what’s important 
in life,” he says. “Building relationships 
with people is the key. Whether they are 
customers, employees or neighbours, people 

who work with you or who need your help 
right now, treating people respectfully and 
without judgment is critical.”
That’s the reason Rob has agreed to be 
acknowledged as a Community Builder at a 
Battle River Community Foundation Tribute 
Night on October 18. 
“There are always going to be needs and 
the Battle River Community Foundation 
helps meet them,” Rob says. “They are 
a tremendous asset to our area.” Though 
being singled out for recognition is not Rob’s 
favourite thing, he says he is willing to be in 
the spotlight if it means others can benefit.
Funds raised from the Rob Hauser tribute 
night will be used to support projects that 
benefit youth and families.
 “We all make choices in life, about whether 
or not we will get involved and be part of 
something,” he explains. “I have always 
chosen to be grateful for the opportunities and 
support I’ve been given, and I have chosen 
to give back. I get so much more from my 
relationships in the community than I could 
ever give.”
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When Rob and Angie married,  
it was the start of a bigger, blended family.

A younger Rob with his prize Camaro.

Rob, his siblings and their mother.



As the Battle River Community 
Foundation gets ready 
to celebrate two different 
community builders, Bob 
Hanrahan and Rob Hauser, 
both of these dedicated 
men are also getting ready 
to establish their own funds 
through the Foundation.
Both Mr. Hauser and Mr. 
Hanrahan have been aware of 
the Battle River Community 
Foundation for many years. 
They have each participated 
in events and supported the 
foundation with donations in 
honour of local people.
But now, they are both taking 
their contributions a step 
further, by allowing themselves 
to be the focus of a tribute 
night that will be used to 
establish a fund in each man’s 
name.
Mr. Hanrahan’s fund will be 
used to support projects and 
causes in the Daysland area. 
Mr. Hauser’s fund will support 
projects which benefit youth 
and families.

Just like Bob Hanrahan and 
Rob Hauser, you can choose 
to donate to the Battle River 
Community Foundation at 
any time. You may choose 
to start a fund in your own 
name, or you may choose to 
contribute to existing funds. 
You may also make donations 
in celebration of people who 
are special to you, or allocate 
your contributions to a specific 
cause that is important in your 
life.
You can make a large gift, a 
small gift or several gifts over 
a period of time. You may 
choose to donate cash, leave 
a gift in your will, create a 
life insurance policy with the 
Foundation as the beneficiary 
or even contribute stocks to 
the organization.
Every member of the BRCF 
Board of Directors, as well as 
your own financial advisors, 
would be happy to speak with 
you in more detail about how 
you can support the Foundation. 
Give them a call whenever the 
time is right for you!
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