
It’s been a tough year in the province of Alberta, 
as the oilfield and agriculture sectors struggle and 
costs for many products and services increase.

In times of budget restraint, 
community needs often grow. 
As we move into the Christmas 
season, you may find yourself 
thinking about not only 
Christmas gift giving, but also 
how you can help make the 
future a bit brighter for others. 

This is a perfect time of year to 
make donations or set up funds 
with the Battle River Community 
Foundation. Your donation can 
be used as a Christmas gift for 
those who have everything, 
in lieu of exchanging gifts as 
a family or even in memory 
of family members whose 
presence is missed during this 
celebratory time of year. The 
people you recognize in this 
way will feel honoured by your 
thoughtfulness and be pleased to know that your 
donation is going to support a community group 
or organization that helps others.

As an added bonus, you’ll also receive a tax 
benefit for your generosity.

The Foundation is pleased to accept donations of 
any size and will happily send 
a letter of acknowledgement to 
the person being recognized. 
With a gift to the Foundation 
you can have input into how 
your donation is used, or, if 
you’d prefer, you can set up 
a fund within the Community 
Fund that will be directed to 
meet the communities’ greatest 
needs on an annual basis. If 
your donation is $10,000 or 
more, you can even put your 
name, or the name of someone 
you want to honour, on it. 

Start a fund or make a donation 
before December 31 in order to 
make the most of the taxable 
benefit. Talk to your financial 
advisor or a Board member with 

the Battle River Community Foundation to get 
sound advice on the best way for you to give and 
receive.
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Tight budgets and growing needs can 
make the “festive season” a struggle

Inside This Issue
In accordance with the  

Alberta Charitable Fund-raising 
Act, we are pleased to provide  

the following information:  
“With this newsletter,  

the BRCF hopes to raise $5,000  
with costs of $2,000.”



Neil and Lilyon Lunty are grateful.
Both aged 71, the local couple are grateful 
for their health; they are grateful that their 
children are all doing well; they are grateful 
that they have three delightful grandchildren; 
and they are grateful to be living a life that 
allows them to contribute to the wellbeing of 
others.
Neil was raised in the 
Sedgewick area, while 
Lilyon grew up in 
Edmonton. They both 
remember their parents 
as being positive role 
models for supporting the 
communities in which they 
lived.
The two met in University 
and married after a 10 
month courtship. They 
stayed in Edmonton until 
1987, with Neil earning a 
CA and then becoming a 
partner in the accounting 
firm of Deloitte Touche.
Lilyon was an inner city 
teacher and remembers 
that she felt “great empathy 
and sympathy for the 
children and families who 
struggled to afford things 
that others had.”
When the family left 
Edmonton and moved to 
Forestburg, both Neil and Lilyon were quick to 
become active in their new community. Neil 
was part of the golf club and the community 
theatre group (in which he still plays a role) as 
well as coaching sports like hockey and ball. 
Lilyon was active in the library and Guides 
and both took on active responsibilities in the 
United Church.
“We have always believed communities 
stay strong because of involved citizens,” 
Neil explains. “We want to be a part of the 
community in which we live.”
Now that Neil has reduced his client load 
and the couple have relocated to Camrose, 

they are happy to be learning new ways to be 
active citizens.
The couple have been familiar with the Battle 
River Community Foundation for many years. 
“We had heard about this organization that 
accepted donations and supported local 
causes,” Neil recalls. “We thought it seemed 
like a great idea, and we kept it in the back of 

our minds.”
Their first contributions to 
the Foundation were made 
through the Community 
Builders Dinner honouring 
Harry and Fredella 
Anderson, nearly 15 years 
ago. Since that time, 
they’ve made multiple 
contributions, not only by 
attending more dinners, but 
also through making the 
Foundation the recipient 
of donations in memory of 
lost loved ones or friends, 
as well as in celebration of 
special occasions.
Now, the couple are also 
in the process of setting 
up a donor-advised fund 
in their family name that 
will support causes and 
organizations in rural areas. 
Their initial donation will 
ensure the fund is up and 
running by the end of this 

fiscal year. As an accountant, Neil is pleased 
to be making the most of the tax benefit the 
donation will bring, but both he and Lilyon 
are even more pleased to be able to make a 
difference to others.
“The world is a nicer place when people 
support each other,” says Lilyon. “We care 
and we want to help.”
“Rural communities are struggling in a big 
way,” Neil says. “We are fortunate to have the 
resources to be able to help others. We had 
talked about creating a fund in our wills, but 
we decided to speed up the process and start 
right now.”

Neil and Lilyon Lunty  
at home in their yard.



Someone who has been the victim of a crime 
or traumatic event has a lot to deal with – 
from the aftermath of the crime or event itself 
to the whole process of going through court, 
it’s a very difficult experience.
Victim Services is here to help with that.
The advocacy program is mandated by 
the Alberta Justice and Solicitor General’s 
department and exists to support victims 
as they make their way through the judicial 
process. In Camrose, the program supports 
both the RCMP and the Camrose City Police. 
It consists of 7 volunteers, who are available 
24/7 to be 
called upon to 
support people 
in need.
According 
to program 
manager 
Rachel 
Coventry, 
each of the 
volunteers 
takes intensive 
online training 
in crisis 
response and 
intervention, 
as well as 
learning about 
the justice 
system and its 
processes. New 
advocates are 
also “buddied” 
with more seasoned members of the team, in 
order to increase their hands-on skills.
They may be called in to support someone 
at the time of a crime or traumatic event, or 
they may be called upon at a later time. In 
addition to supporting a person’s emotional 
needs, advocates ensure that victims of crime 
understand their rights – that they are aware 
of the opportunity to provide victim impact 
statements and make requests for restitution. 
As Rachel says, “if there was no Victim 
Services, those people would feel isolated, 

unheard and uncared for. Our role is to help 
victims feel like someone is on their side.”
Funding for the training is provided by grants 
from Alberta Justice and Solicitor General. 
But the service also relies on grants and gifts 
from other organizations, to offset other costs 
and directly support victims.
That support can be as simple as offering 
a cup of tea and a sandwich to someone 
sitting in a hospital waiting room, or as big as 
ensuring there is a comfortable seating area 
for victims who are sitting for hours in the 
court house prior to a court appearance.  

And that’s 
where groups 
like the 
Battle River 
Community 
Foundation 
come in. 
“We are so 
grateful to 
organizations 
like the 
foundation,” 
says Rachel. 
“A small act 
of kindness or 
comfort isn’t 
expensive, 
but having the 
funds available 
to provide it is 
invaluable.”

Most recently the Foundation provided a 
$2,000 grant to help Victim Services purchase 
furniture for a “soft room” at the Camrose 
Courthouse. 
“It may seem like a small thing,” Rachel 
explains, “but it matters. We all have a 
responsibility to support our communities’ 
citizens. If people feel uncared for and 
unsupported by society after they’ve been 
victimized, they can’t heal. And if they can’t 
heal, our community can’t be strong. Every 
bit of comfort makes a difference.”

Victim Services Program 
Manager Rachel Coventry 
knows that something as 
simple as a comfy couch 
can help make a victim’s 
experience more positive.



What a busy time we had in October!
The Battle River Community 
Foundation was fortunate to 
celebrate two very special gentlemen 
as Community Builders this fall.
On October 18, the Foundation 
celebrated Rob Hauser, an 
outstanding Camrose resident 
who, in addition to owning Hauser 
Home Building Centre, has made a 
lifetime commitment to supporting 
meaningful community causes and 
organizations.  
Just eight days later, on October 26,  
the Foundation celebrated Bob 
Hanrahan, a Daysland resident 
who has spent more than 90 years 
contributing and giving back to the 
community in which he was raised.
Both fall tribute events featured 
good humour, good food and the 

opportunity to raise good donations 
in support of the work of the Battle 
River Community Foundation. 
Although pledges are still being 
collected, it appears the events will 
increase the Foundation’s assets by 
nearly $70,000.
Proceeds from the Hauser dinner will 
support projects related to families 
and children in the Camrose area. 
Proceeds from Mr. Hanrahan’s event 
will be targeted to projects in the 
Daysland area.
Sincere thanks to both Rob Hauser 
and Bob Hanrahan for their 
willingness to be put in the spotlight 
for a worthy cause. And thanks 
to all of those who attended these 
outstanding events, for adding their 
own unique contributions to the 
evening.
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Wally Wrubleski
Realtor

We respect the Foundation’s concept 
of an endowment fund giving forever.
Over the long-term, we see real 
estate the same way.

Central Agencies Realty Inc.
Reach Wally directly at 
780-781-7323


