
As the Battle River Community Foundation 
marks its 25th anniversary, it is a memorable 
time – but not just because of our special 
milestone.

Just like every other organization, the 
Foundation is doing things differently this 
spring.

It’s important for our BRCF Board of 
Directors to share an 
annual update of the 
Foundation’s activities 
for the last 12 months, 
update the community 
on our financial 
position and highlight 
the benefits of both 
giving and receiving.

Typically, this takes 
place during a Public 
Open House, held in 
June. This year, of 
course, it’s not possible 
to gather our friends 
and supporters together 
in the usual way.

But it’s still important 
to share our story.

So we’ll be recording and broadcasting 
information from the Board, from former 
scholarship recipients and donors, as well 
as introducing you to some new BRCF 
faces, during a virtual meeting scheduled for 
Wednesday, June 24.

Please email brcf@gmail.com to get the 
meeting link.
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Alberta Charitable Fund-raising 
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the following information:  
“With this newsletter,  

the BRCF hopes to raise $5,000  
with costs of $2,000.”



Norm and Betty Mayer are no strangers to 
supporting the community. The long-time 
Camrose couple are strong and regular 
supporters of all sorts of causes – with 
donations that include gifts of both time and 
money.
Norm and Betty were among the first to 
create a fund through the fledgling Foundation 
that formed in 1995. Their business, Central 
Agencies, also has a fund.
But their involvement actually began even 
before the Foundation existed.
Norm recalls when the late Louise Jensen, 
who was the Director of Camrose and District 
Support Services in the 1990s, shared the 
concept of a foundation with him for the first 
time.
“It seemed like a workable idea,” Norm 
remembers. “We said, ‘well, why wouldn’t it 
work here?’ and there were many of us who 
made a commitment to helping it succeed.
Norm has been a member of the Board’s 
nominating committee for much of the last 
25 years and believes one of the reasons the 
Foundation has achieved the success it has 
is due to the quality and dedication of those 
who have held seats on the Board over the 
years. “We’ve been very fortunate to have had 
the Board members we have,” he says. “They 
work hard and take their roles very seriously.”
‘Every year they do well is very gratifying,” 
Norm says. “It’s been nice to the see the 
local buy-in and the way the Foundation has 
grown.”
Norm and Betty understand that there are 
always needs to be filled and they believe it’s 
important to always help out. But the Mayers, 
who make regular contributions to many local 
causes, see the Foundation as a different and 
important way to support the community both 
in the present and in the future.
“We won’t be here forever,” Norm and Betty 
explain. “It’s meaningful to us to know that 
our funds will carry on and continue to 
support the local area, even after we are 
both gone.” They also know that community 
needs can change and have set their fund up 

in a way that allows the Foundation Board to 
make decisions about what causes to support.
One of the BRCF projects Norm and Betty 
have specifically supported for the last 
decade is Reading University. They believe 
in the importance of helping children get 
their reading skills off to a good start, and 
have been pleased to donate to that special 
program.
The couple enjoys receiving letters from 
the students and Betty, especially, enjoys 
attending the Reading University graduation 
ceremony to learn more about how the 
students have progressed and celebrate their 
success.
Ultimately, Norm and Betty see the 
Foundation as an extension of their belief in 
taking care of each other. “Lots of people 
need help from time to time,” Norm explains. 
“When we all work together to help each 
other, that makes a strong community. And a 
strong community is good for all of us.”

Norm and Betty Mayer



The Battle River Community Foundation and 
the Battle River School Division have a lot 
more in common than just their names.
Both organizations were formed in 1995, so 
are marking 25 years of existence in 2020.
Both organizations are based in east central 
Alberta, and want our local area to have 
a strong and vibrant future. And both 
organizations have been contributing to that 
positive future, in their own ways, each and 
every day.
As a charitable organization whose role is to 
connect donors with meaningful community 
causes, the Foundation is a consistent and 
generous supporter of local projects.
As an educational organization always 
seeking new and innovative ways to engage 
students in learning, the School Division 
is often seeking funding for projects that 
enhance opportunities for students.
The very first grant ever awarded by the Battle 
River Community Foundation was a $200 
scholarship for a student in the Hardisty area 
of Battle River School Division, way back in 
1996.

Since that small first step, BRCF has provided 
more than $1 million in support of school 
division students, through scholarships, grants 
and support of various projects.
For more than two decades the Foundation 
has been a constant supporter of school 
division initiatives.
The most significant support, more than 
$550,000, has been in funding for Reading 
University, the BRSD summer program which 
supports literacy development in Grade 2 and 
3 students who need a bit more time to hone 
their basic reading and writing skills.
The other $450,000 has supported a diverse 
range of projects, for everything from post-
secondary scholarships, to the purchase of 
musical instruments, school equipment and 
providing funds for the purchase of resources 
that help build students’ positive mental 
health.
“We’re grateful for the Foundation’s support,” 
says BRSD Superintendent of Schools Rita 
Marler. “Their grants and contributions have 
made a positive difference to the lives of 
thousands of students over the last 25 years.”

Students from Hay Lakes School showing off their new musical instruments, 
purchased with support from the Battle River Community Foundation



Virtually no one in the world has 
experienced a situation like we’re 
currently experiencing.
In addition to the potential health 
consequences of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the economic impacts 
throughout the world, and right here 
in our region, are unlike anything 
we’ve ever seen.
Though Alberta has weathered the 
health risks well so far, the economic 
fallout is extensive and far from 
over. The BRCF Board believes it is 
important that we work together to 
ensure the community supports that 
define our region are maintained as 
we learn over the weeks and months 
to come what our “new normal” will 
be.
That’s why the Battle River 
Community Foundation has allocated 
$100,000 to supporting local 
charities and organizations during 
this time. The funds will be used to 
establish a flow though fund that will 
be available to eligible recipients 
(defined by the Canada Revenue 
Agency) to assist in sustaining their 
operations, meeting different or 
expanded client needs, and to ensure 
essential organizations continue 
to provide the services we need 
throughout the region.
The fund is not intended to duplicate 

government programs developed 
to respond to this emergency, nor 
is it designed to replace the normal 
fundraising processes established 
by the organizations in the Battle 
River region.  But it is intended to 
help ensure that local needs can be 
met even in these most uncertain of 
times.
If you’d like to contribute to the fund, 
please remember any donations you 
make will be outside our normal 
fundraising and will not establish an 
endowment fund. They will be flow 
through gifts intended to be spent 
over the short term to assist in local 
COVID-19 responses.
Up until the end of May, your 
contributions to this special fund will 
be matched through a provincial 
program. To be matched by 
provincial dollars and be available 
for grants in our area, your donation 
should be made to the Edmonton 
Community Foundations Rapid 
Response Fund by May 31, and 
must specify in the “Message for the 
Edmonton Community Foundation” 
section of the donation form that 
it is intended for the Battle River 
Community Foundation COVID-19 
Response Fund.  You may access 
the donation information at https://
www.ecfoundation.org/funds/rapid-
response-fund/
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