
Giving Back
with the Battle River Community Foundation

We are finally approaching the end of this 
most unusual year, but the hardships of 2020 
will continue to move forward with us as we 
change the pages on the calendar.

There has never, in recent times, been a 
global situation that has brought so much 
strife and challenge. Even beyond the ongoing 
health worries, economic realities are tough 
and getting tougher.

As we move into the Christmas season, you 
may find yourself thinking about not only 
Christmas gift giving, but also how you can 
help make the future a bit 
brighter for others.

This is a perfect time – and 
the perfect year – to make 
donations or set up funds with 
the Battle River Community 
Foundation. Your donation will 
benefit those in need, but can 
also be used as a Christmas gift 
for those who have everything, 
in lieu of exchanging gifts as 
a family or even in memory of 
family members whose presence 
is missed during this season. 
The people you recognize in this 

way will feel honoured by your thoughtfulness 
and be pleased to know that your donation 
is going to support a community group or 
organization that helps others.

As an added bonus, you’ll receive a tax 
benefit for your generosity.

The Foundation is pleased to accept 
donations of any size and will happily send a 
letter of acknowledgement to the person being 
recognized. With a gift to the Foundation you 
can have input into how your donation is 
used or, if you’d prefer, you can set up a fund 

within the Community Fund 
that will be directed to meet the 
communities’ greatest needs on 
an annual basis. If your donation 
is $10,000 or more, you can 
even put your name on it.

Start a fund or make a donation 
before December 31 in order to 
make the most of the taxable 
benefit. Talk to your financial 
advisor or a Board member with 
the Battle River Community 
Foundation to get sound advice 
on the best way for you to give 
and receive.

Volume 22, No. 3 Camrose, Alberta Christmas 2020

Making a difference through honouring a beloved . . . Page 2
All kids should play . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 3
Support the Community Builders’ philosophy . . . . . . Page 4

The needs are many – you can help

Inside This IssueIn accordance with the Alberta Charitable 
Fund-raising Act, we are pleased to provide 

the following information:  
“With this newsletter, the BRCF hopes to 

raise $5,000 with costs of $2,000.”



Cliff and Brenda Denham are no strangers to 
the idea of supporting the community.
In their 39 years as business owners in 
Camrose, the long-time couple has always 
contributed to a variety of events, activities 
and causes. They believe strongly in giving 
back to the community that has, in their 
words, treated them so well.
For more than 20 years, that community 
support has included giving to the Battle River 
Community Foundation, through donations, 
attendance at dinners and more.
In recent years, however, Brenda and Cliff 
have created a BRCF fund that is much more 
meaningful to them than anything they’ve 
done before.
Through the Kieryn Elizabeth Denham Fund, 
named after their late granddaughter, Cliff 
and Brenda have found a way to support a 
community cause that is close to their hearts, 
and honour a granddaughter who was with 
them in person for only a short time, but 
whose legacy will remain forever.

The fund they have established is self-
directed, which means the Denhams can 
choose what causes the fund supports 
each year. Right now, they are focused on 
supporting the Stollery Children’s Hospital in 
Edmonton.
Kieryn, who lived 11 days and her twin sister 
Macy, who is now 10 years old, received 
care from the Stollery. Though not physically 
located in our own area, the Stollery is the 
hospital which serves the specialized health 
needs of all east central Alberta children.
“We are strong believers in supporting our 
local area,” explains Cliff. “This is the hospital 
that helps our local children when they need it 
most.”
Following the death of Kieryn, Cliff and a 
group of other local business owners who 
had experienced tragic family situations 
banded together to raise $500,000 for the 
Stollery. They got the Battle River Community 
Foundation involved as a way for donors 
to provide flow-through grants to their 
fundraising efforts.
Being part of that project made Cliff realize 
how convenient and important the Foundation 
really is to this area. “We are all so fortunate 
to have this Foundation available,” he says. “It 
has provided millions of dollars of support to 
local causes.”
“The Foundation is a tremendous asset to 
the community. A lot of people have worked 
very hard to set it up and they deserve credit. 
Brenda and I are just really pleased to be part 
of it.”
As Cliff points out, there are a lot of different 
ways to give to the Foundation and a lot of 
ways to ensure funds can be directed to the 
causes that matter most to each donor.
“Everyone can find a way that works for 
them,” says Cliff. “The bottom line is that 
we all want this community to thrive and the 
Foundation helps that happen.” 



Kids of all ages love to play – and a lack of funds 
shouldn’t keep them on the sidelines.
That’s the underlying philosophy of Kidsport, a 
national organization that exists to help ensure 
no kid who wants to play sports is ever left out 
because they can’t afford the fees.
The local chapter of Kidsport, which serves 
children under 18 who live in the City and County 
of Camrose, began in 2013. Since that time, the 
number of kids receiving support has grown each 
year, with 165 individuals being funded in 2019.

According to local Board Chair Kristy Smith, 
Kidsport Camrose has traditionally provided up to 
$350 per kid to cover registration fees. This year, 
due to the current circumstances, the amount of 
funding per child has been reduced to $250.
These funds are not given to the children and their 

families, but 
rather sent 
directly to the 
sports orga-
nizations.  A 
wide range 
of sports, 
from ballet to 
soccer, from 
volleyball to 
hockey, from 
martial arts to 
bowling, and 
more, can be 
covered.
“Most people 
use all the 
funds they are 
allocated,” 
says 

Kristy. “And 
sometimes we 
refer families 
to other 
organizations 
as well, if they 
need additional 
support. It 
means so 
much to them 
to be able to 
play a sport. 
And it means 
a lot to us to 
hear how our 
support made 
a difference to 
them.”
Kristy believes 
2020 will create a dual challenge for Kidsport – 
and other not-for-profit organizations that rely on 
donations.
“Kidsport is completely reliant on donations,” she 
explains. “In this year, especially, I can see that 
there will be more families with financial needs. 
But at the same time, we’ve been really limited in 
the kinds of fundraising we can do.” Kristy points 
out that an annual bike exchange event usually 
covers all of Kidsport’s administrative costs each 
year. In addition, proceeds from golf tournaments 
and other local events bring in the bulk of the 
funds that makes it possible for Kidsport to 
support families’ needs.
That’s why Kristy and the other local Board 
members – Keely Popowich, Laurie Kushnerick, 
Karla Wolbeck, Ronelle Kiziak and Trevor Vinet – 
are so grateful for organizations such as the Battle 
River Community Foundation.
“We’ve received several donations from the 
Foundation over the 
years,” says Kristy, 
“and this year we were 
fortunate enough to 
receive an Emergency 
Relief Fund grant as 
well. In all the years we 
have been supporting 
families who want to 
play, we’ve never run 
out of money. I hope 
that continues to be 
true!”



Due to the restrictions created 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Battle River Community 
Foundation was not able to 
host Community Builders’ 
events in 2020.
That means we weren’t able 
to get together to celebrate 
those who have done so much 
to keep east central Alberta 
strong. We look forward to 
the day we can all gather and 
celebrate together again.

It also means that the typical 
fundraising totals for the 
Foundation could be less – at 
a time when needs are likely to 
be higher than ever before.
Not being able to gather for 
dinner does not change the 
fact that there are countless 
community builders who 
continue to do all they can to 
support the quality of life in 
local communities.
It also doesn’t change the fact 
that we can each embrace 
that community builders’ 
philosophy by making 
donations to the Battle River 
Community Foundation. 
Donations will be used to 
support the Foundation’s 
ability to continue providing 
grants and support.
So far this fall more than 
$30,000 has been raised this 
way. You can help increase 
the total, and bring 2020 to a 
positive conclusion, by adding 
your own donation.
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