
Since the pandemic began last year, many things have 
been different than ever before.

For the Battle River Community Foundation, it has 
been a time of enforced quiet – we’ve been unable to 
hold some of our largest, most public events – but also 
a time of continued work to ensure our communities 
will have what they need to be successful in the days to 
come.

Over the 26 
years since the 
Foundation began, 
our commitment to 
meeting local needs 
has taken many 
forms. One significant 
priority has been to 
support the education 
and development of 
local children and 
adults by providing 
financial assistance 
to the schools 
and community 
organizations that 
provide programs to 
them. The focus on education has resulted in nearly 
$1.64 million being given back.  

Our priorities are determined by the interests and 
direction of donors. This can be done when they 
establish a Fund or when they request a donation be 
given directly to support a particular charity. When 
a Fund is started, we can tailor the terms to provide 
ongoing annual grants that might assist a specific 
recipient for a specific use – say a scholarship at 
a school in Daysland, or that allow the Foundation 
leeway to select a project from among grant applicants 
in an area of interest – say the support of literacy 
programs, or that give the Foundation the ability to 
select a project from anything local charities have 
asked us support – which might include a school 
playground or equipment for a shop program.

The high level of support for educational projects and 
programs is possible through a combination of the 
generosity of donors and the prudent investment of 
donations allocated to endowment Funds. The goal is 
to produce annual income for granting. Donations to 
endowment Funds are kept intact, allowed to grow, and 
the proceeds are used to ensure our local children and 
communities can grow as well.  

The practice of investing 
donations and awarding 
income has allowed the 
Foundation to provide nearly 
$1.64 million to educational 
programs and projects over 
the Foundation’s 26-year 
history. More than $1.36 
million of that amount has 
been generated in the last 
10 years alone – mostly 
thanks to careful investment 
of endowment funds and 
growing awareness of how 
the Foundation operates. 

ALL of your donations truly 
do make good things possible. Check the next four 
pages for a brief overview of how the Battle River 
Community Foundation has supported education  
since 1995.

Giving Back
with the Battle River Community Foundation

Volume 23, No. 1 Camrose, Alberta Spring 2021

Supporting education helps  
children and communities . . . . . . . . . . Pages 2 to 5

Introducing our newest  
Board member . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 6

How does the Battle River Community Foundation help? 
Nearly $1.64 million has gone to educational programs and supports

The foundation has a long history of supporting 
schools and educational programs. 

*All photos in this edition of Giving Back are historical, 
depicting events and activities which took place in previous 

years, prior to the pandemic. Thanks to EICS, BRWA,  
BRSD and the University of Alberta Augustana Campus  

for supplying these images. 
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Whether it’s through ongoing scholarships, 
one-time grants for the purchase of specific 
items such as computers or musical 
equipment, funding school-based mental 
health projects, breakfast programs or 
literacy development; whether it’s for K to 12 
schools, post-secondary institutions; or other 
community-based organizations, the Battle 
River Community Foundation’s focus on 
education has resulted in nearly $1.64 million 
of support.

The very first grant awarded by the 
Foundation in 1996 was for a scholarship 
given to a student in a Flagstaff County 
school. Many Foundation Funds established 
since then specifically support education. 

Other discretionary Funds have provided 
grants to assist educational projects and 
programs.
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About one-third of the support given to 
educational programs and supports has 
been given through the provision of Reading 
University.

This program, which the Battle River 
Community Foundation has operated in 
partnership with the University of Alberta 
Augustana Campus and the Battle River 
School Division since 2009, has encouraged 
hundreds of elementary school children to 

improve their literacy skills, increase their 
enthusiasm for reading and understand the 
connections between literacy and all forms of 
learning.

Reading University was forced to take a hiatus 
in 2020, but will be back in July of 2021. The 
program will be in a digital format this year, 
but will remain focused on helping children 
get their literacy skills off to a strong start.
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More than $525,000 has been supplied 
directly to local school divisions, including 
Battle River School Division, Buffalo Trail 
School Division, Clearview School Division 
and Elk Island Catholic School Division over 
the last 25 years, to support everything from 
scholarships to the purchase of computers 
and musical 
instruments for 
student use; 
from playground 
equipment to 
support of special 
events, such 
as speakers or 
field trips; and 
from breakfast 
clubs to mental 
health programs. 
Approximately 
85% of the funding  

in this category is the direct result of the 
annual investment growth generated in 
numerous endowment funds set up for this 
very purpose.
There has also been targeted financial support 
of programs designed to help young mothers 
finish their high school education.

The Battle River 
Community 
Foundation has 
been pleased 
to assist all of 
these activities 
and programs, 
which enables 
students who are 
physically and 
emotionally ready 
to learn and gives 
them access to 
the resources.

More than $290,000 has been allocated in 
support of post-secondary students and 
institutions throughout the last 25 years, in 
the form of scholarships, grants and other 
donations, which support special events, trips 
or facility upgrades. 

Included in the amount above are scholarships 
established by donors to recognize academic 
achievements at the University of Alberta 
Augustana Campus, the Veterinary Medicine 
program at the University of Saskatchewan, 
and specific programs at both Lakeland 
College and Olds College. These scholarship 
recipients are selected by the University or 
College the student is attending. In addition, a 
scholarship open to young people studying to 
become physicians is available to graduates 
of high schools in the Battle River region. 

Donors have also established funds that 
support the Canadian Lutheran Bible Institute, 
which can be used at the discretion of the 
CLBI President.

Supporting programs
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The Battle River Community Foundation has 
granted about $150,000 to community-based 
organizations which provide programming and 
support for school-aged children. 
Organizations throughout our region have used 
Foundation grants to assist with everything 
from transporting students to landfill and waste 
treatment sites, providing nourishing food for 
school-based breakfast programs, teaching 
anti-bullying strategies, establishing preschool 
literacy programs, funding a scholarship 
earned at a 4H Beef Show and Sale, and 
funding special events in schools. 

An example 
of an 
organization 
that has 
accessed 
Foundation 
funds to 
support 
educational 
programs 
is the 
Battle River 
Watershed 
Alliance. 
From its 
beginning, 

the Watershed Alliance recognized that early 
education is a key to ensuring long-term 
viability of water in our area. 

It has developed waste reduction and water 
cycle programs once delivered in person on 
classrooms and field trips throughout the 
region and now adapted to online delivery 
available even more widely. Regular support 
of these programs has allowed hundreds of 
elementary students to participate in enriched 
school activities. 
The Battle River Watershed Alliance also 
runs an annual contest to encourage 
students to propose, develop, and implement 
conservation projects for their schools. The 
Community Foundation provided initial 
seed money for this program, which is now 
international in scope and in a partnership 
between the BRWA and Nutrien. Over the 
years, everything from “save the bee” 
wildflower projects to refillable water bottle 
stations to classroom gardens have been 
encouraged through these funds. 

The Battle River Community Foundation 
understands that learning is not just for the 
young. 
Learning is a lifelong endeavour 
and the BRCF is pleased to have 
been able to provide support for 
adults to increase their literacy 
skills and even obtain high 
school diplomas.

Thousands of east central Alberta citizens, 
from preschool age and up, have been part of 

the programs the Battle River 
Community Foundation has 
helped make possible over 
the last 25 years. None of that 
support would be possible 
without the contributions of 
dedicated donors. Thank you!
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The Battle River Community 
Foundation is pleased to 
welcome a new face to the 
Board of Directors.
Rob Hauser has joined the 
Battle River Community 
Foundation board, effective 
January, 2021.
Rob is no stranger to the 
Foundation, having been 
celebrated as a BRCF 
Community Builder at a tribute 
night in 2019. 
Rob is also no stranger to 
supporting the community. 
Both as an individual and as 
the owner of Hauser Home 
Hardware, Rob has a long 
history of contributing to local 
causes, events and activities.
As a life-long resident of the 
Camrose area, Rob is deeply 
committed to supporting 

the successes of our local 
communities. His philosophy 
of giving back is very much 
in line with the priorities of the 
Foundation and we are looking 
forward to working together in 
the years to come!
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Although this newsletter is not intended to be a fundraising initiative,  
in accordance with the Alberta Charitable Fund-raising Act,  

we are pleased to provide the following information: 

“With this newsletter, the BRCF hopes to raise $5,000  
with costs of $2,000.”

Rob Hauser


