
Effective August 3, the Battle 
River Community Foundation 
has moved into a new office 
space, located at 4906- 
46 Street in Camrose. 

For the first time in the 
organization’s 26-year 
history, office staff will be on 
location full-time, and visitors 
are welcome to “pop in” 
anytime between 9 a.m. and 
Noon or 1 to 5 p.m.

If you do drop by, you will find 
finance and administration 
person Karen Bossman 
waiting to greet you. Karen 
joined the Foundation team 
in early August. She has been busy getting 
the new digs set up and learning the details of 

the Foundation so she is ready to answer your 
questions.

You may also find part-time finance and office 
support person Lisa Vanden Dungen on site. 
Lisa has been with the Foundation since the 
fall of 2019 and, due to the pandemic, hasn’t 
had much opportunity to welcome visitors. 
Dana, Karen and Lisa are looking forward to 
seeing you!
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Greg King and Emily Sangster are a pretty 
typical young couple.
They are focused on their toddler, working 
hard at relatively new jobs and doing their 
best to put down roots in their chosen 
community.
Greg and Emily are both from eastern Canada 
originally, he from Nova Scotia and she from 
Ontario. They found their way to the prairies 
via Kingston, where they were at University. 
Greg’s job as a Professor of Environmental 
Science brought the couple to Camrose, 
where Greg is now a part of the Augustana 
campus of the University of Alberta. Emily 
works for the City of Beaumont as an Urban 
Planner.

When the 
couple first 
arrived in 
January of 
2018, the 
strong ties 
between the 
University 
campus and 
the larger 
community 
quickly became 
clear. 

“It didn’t take long to understand how big a 
role Augustana played in the life of Camrose,” 
Greg recalls, “and vice versa. The community 
and the University have an integral connection 
to each other. We knew that we wanted to 
settle here and be a part of that.”
The couple acknowledges they didn’t have 
a huge history of volunteerism, “aside from 
being general good citizens” but because they 
had lived in several different places, they had 
seen different models of how contributing to 
the community can make a difference.
The arrival of Robin (who is now 2 ½) 
further opened their eyes to the benefits, 
opportunities and responsibilities of being part 

of a community, Greg explains. “We began to 
understand that everything we are involved 
with in the community can have an impact on 
our son’s quality of life, as well as the quality 
of life other families have.”

It was through Greg’s work at Augustana that 
the King / Sangster family first learned of 
the Battle River Community Foundation. The 
school’s connection to projects like Reading 
University and scholarship programs led them 
to learn more about the Foundation’s goals. 
“The fact that the funds are invested properly, 
and the principle is retained really resonated 
with me,” Greg says. “And we also appreciate 
that it’s a hyper-local organization. It is a very 
direct support to the community.”

Like other young couples, Greg and Emily 
are in the position of having both limited time 
and limited resources. They know they aren’t 
the Foundation’s largest donors, but they are 
pleased to contribute as they can. “We budget 
to support charity – we buy tickets, attend 
events and make contributions. We know that 
all donations have value, whether they are 
large or small,” says Greg.

“One of the best 
things about 
the Battle River 
Community 
Foundation is 
the range of 
local projects 
and causes it 
supports. It’s 
clear where 
your money is 
going and it’s 
easy to find 
something to support that matches your own 
passion.”

“We don’t need to wait until we have a big 
sum of money – we give what we can.”

Robin and Emily

Robin and Greg



The last 18 months have been a genuine 
struggle for small organizations. With most 
events cancelled due to the pandemic, many 
not-for-profit groups are finding it a challenge 
to stay afloat.
That’s certainly the case for the Hampton 
Community Historical Society, which oversees 
the Hampton School site at the intersection of 
Highway 26 and Highway 834 (the Round Hill 
road), including the school building, a gazebo, 
shed and public washrooms.
The school was built in 1904 and operated 
until 1952. Following that, the building was 
used as a community centre – home to 
square dances and the Rural Electrification 
Association, sewing circles, horseshoe 
tournaments and more. Since 1983, the 
Hampton Community Historical Society has 
been in place to help preserve the school, 
buildings and site. 

During this time of closures, the Historical 
Society has not been able to host its usual 
fundraising pancake breakfast or host any 
of the family reunions and other events that 
help to pay the bills. And that means covering 
the cost of maintaining the grounds and 
outbuildings has become more difficult. In 
fact, according to Karen Norrie, the society’s 
secretary-treasurer, it’s been hard to keep the 
yard light on, even though it’s considered a 
beacon for area travellers.
Regardless of these hard times, the Historical 
Society is determined to rebound. That’s why 
they were grateful to receive a grant from 
the Battle River Community Foundation to 
reshingle the gazebo and shed; and to build 
and paint two new picnic tables.
“Even when we can’t host events, our site is 
used,” Karen explains. “People stop there all 
the time – they take the opportunity to get 
off their bike or out of their car and stretch 
their legs. They have picnics in the gazebo 
or even just use the washrooms. So it’s 
important that everything be kept in a well 
maintained condition. And when we can host 
events again, we want to be ready. We’re 
already looking forward to having a pancake 
breakfast next year.”
The work is all done by volunteers, including 
Karen’s brother Keith Nelson who acts as 
the Society’s President, Dale Bowal who 
serves as Vice President and Bernie Banack, 
maintenance coordinator.
“It’s an honour for us to help preserve the 
school and it’s history,” says Karen. “We’re 
looking forward to continuing to play a role in 
serving the Hampton community.”

Shingling the gazebo

Two new picnic tables  
were built and added to the site.



With pandemic conditions 
in Alberta continuing to be 
uncertain, the Battle River 
Community Foundation has 
been unable to plan Community 
Builders Dinners during 2021.

But don’t let that stop you from 
making a “non-dinner” donation.

Members of the Foundation Board 
are encouraging you to look back 
to the projects and communities 
that have been supported by 
previous Community Builders 
Tribute Night events and take the 
opportunity to remember and re-
celebrate those special people by 
making a further contribution to 
one of those important causes.

Over the years funds created in 
honour of Community Builders 
have supported communities 
across our geographic area and 

causes as diverse as literacy, 
music, sports, education, special 
needs and more. 
You can also make a contribution 
to any other fund offered through 
the Foundation. As was pointed 
out by Karen Norrie in the article 
about the Hampton Community 
Historical Society on Page 3, 
the last 18 months have been a 
genuine struggle for many small 
organizations. Your donations 
to the Foundation can make a 
difference to the future for a wide 
range of local organizations.
As Greg King told us in the article 
on Page 2, all donations have 
value, whether they are large 
or small. Please visit our office 
or contact any member of the 
BRCF Board for more information 
on how you can support the 
Foundation this year.
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Although this newsletter is not specifically intended to be a fundraising 
initiative, in accordance with the Alberta Charitable Fund-raising Act,  

we are pleased to provide the following information: 

“With this newsletter, the BRCF hopes to raise $25,000  
with costs of $2,000.”
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