
After two years of being apart, members of the 
Battle River Community Foundation Board of 
Directors are very excited to welcome the residents 
of east central Alberta to join them in person for an 
upcoming Open House.

It’s been a long time since the Foundation has 
been able to greet community members 
and share an in-person update on all the 
ways in which the Foundation has been 
supporting local causes.

This year, the Board has organized two 
events, with a goal of making it easier 
for folks to attend at a location that is 
convenient for them. 

On June 22 at 7 pm, an Open House will 
take place at the Norsemen Inn, Camrose. 
This event will include words from the 
Camrose and District Family Shop, a 
donor represented by Horst Schreiber; a 
representative of the Camrose Women’s 
Shelter, which has been a grant recipient; 
as well as guest speaker Shirley Rostad. 

On June 23 a second Open House will 
take place at the Killam Senior Centre, 
starting at 7 pm. The evening will 
include words from BRCF donor Joanne 
McMahon; comments from the Flagstaff 
Food Bank, which has received grants 
from the Foundation; as well as guest 
speaker Dale Jones. 

At both events, there will also be an overview 
of the Foundation’s recent activities and 
the announcement of members of the local 
communities who will be celebrated at upcoming 
Community Builders Dinners.

See you in June!
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We are looking forward to being together!

Mark your calendar!



Ken Ozment and his late wife, Lori, were both born 
and raised in the Camrose area. 

As kids, they were aware that their parents were 
active in the community – participating in their 
church and helping to support local needs through 
giving their time and their money.

As adults, Ken and Lori both became active 
members of the community, too. In addition to 
donating to multiple local groups and causes, 
and being owners of Schnell and Barrie, Ken was 
a member of the Centra Cam Board for about 
20 years, while Lori was involved with literacy 
programs and tutored adults who were struggling 
to learn to read.

When the couple made the decision to start a fund 
through the Battle River Community Foundation, 
they wanted to support both their areas of passion. 
So they created a Field of Interest Fund, that 
would allow 50% of the proceeds from their fund 
to support projects and programs that serve people 
with disabilities and the other 50% to support 
literacy programs.

Centra Cam 
has often been 
a recipient of 
grants through 
the Ozment’s 
fund and so 
has Reading 
University.

“Centra Cam is 
a terrific place,” 
says Ken. “I really 
enjoyed my time 
on the Board and 
I really see the 
benefit to the 
organization. It 
allows clients to 
develop a sense 
of purpose and 
do meaningful 
work. That’s very 
important.”

“And Reading University, well, that program has 
just been a tremendous bonus to our community. 
I remember reading to our son, Sean, when he was 
small and I really believe being able to read opens 
your horizons. Lori believed that, too.”

After Lori’s death, about 5 years ago, Ken and Sean 
decided to continue to build the family’s fund 
within the Foundation and Ken has also included 
the Foundation in his estate plan.

“Having the Foundation gives us a way to provide 
support to programs and people in our own area, 
when there isn’t government funding available or 
that funding isn’t enough. We all know there are 
cutbacks and lots of other government priorities, so 
we all need to pitch in where we can.”

“Our parents instilled a belief in giving back if you 
can. We made our living here and it’s time for us to 
support the community that supported us.”

Lori, Sean and Ken Ozment



Across Alberta, local offices of the Canadian 
Mental Health Association have been offering 
Recovery College – a series of peer-provided classes, 
supported by trained facilitators, which help people 
build skill and knowledge that supports their 
mental health and wellbeing.

Addressing a range of topics, from stress 
management and self-care to forming healthy 
relationships, setting boundaries and practicing 
gratitude, Recovery College can be accessed either 
in person at a CMHA office or online.

Having classes delivered by people who have real 
stories and experiences of their own is an important 
part of the success of Recovery College for people 
who are working on their own mental health 
journey or supporting a loved one in their process.

In Camrose, the local CMHA office is going one step 
further, and creating a Welcome Centre program 
to ensure those participating in Recovery College 
also have a place to gather informally, without a 
referral, for a coffee and a chat.

According to Colleen Swanson, the Executive 
Director of the CMHA, East Central Region, 
the Welcome Centre will help connect people 
with others and provide opportunities to share 
resources and experiences in an informal setting. 

Ms. Swanson is very grateful to have the support of 
the Battle River Community Foundation in getting 
this new Centre started, just as she is grateful for 
all the ways in which her programs have benefitted 
from the Foundation’s support over many years.

“We’ve had support from the Foundation for 
outreach programs, Art Therapy, and much more,” 
Ms. Swanson explains. “It’s been a substantial 
benefit to us over the years, not only because 
of the funding itself, but because that funding 
has allowed us to demonstrate to other granting 
organizations that we are supported by our 
community. The Foundation’s funding often gives 
us the “seed” that we need to start a program or 
apply for additional funding from other sources. 
We’re always grateful.”

Especially right now, in this fledgling post-
pandemic era, when there are so many funding 
challenges and a narrow criteria for acceptance to 
AHS-provided mental health services, coupled with 

higher needs than ever, community-based support 
is vital. The local CMHA office is excited to mark 
Mental Health Week from May 2 to 8 and is also 
planning for a golf tournament fundraiser in July.

“There is a lot to cope with right now. Everyone is 
in need of support,” Ms. Swanson explains. “For 
people who have been on a mental health journey, 
the last two years have been incredibly challenging. 
For many people, the anxiety, depression or 
isolation they were already feeling have been 
heightened. At the same time, particularly in rural 
areas, mental health services and funding have 
become less accessible.”

“We continue to do whatever we can and we 
appreciate the Foundation’s support in making it 
happen.”

The Camrose CMHA office includes a space for clients  
to access Recovery College programming.

Welcome Centre area



Canada has the world’s highest 
number of citizens of Ukrainian 
descent outside the borders of 
Ukraine and Russia. Here in 
Alberta, and right here in our 
own neighbourhoods, we have 
significant numbers of people with 
Ukrainian 
heritage.

That has made 
the invasion of 
Ukraine a very 
distressing 
situation 
for our 
communities 
and, as is often 
the case when 
circumstances get tough, people 
are coming together to provide 
help and support.

We are anticipating that several 
Ukrainian refugee families will 
be arriving in our part of Alberta 
in the weeks and months ahead, 
to stay with local relatives and 
friends.

In preparation, the Camrose 
Refugee Centre has been raising 

funds and 
working to 
establish housing 
options, obtain 
household items 
and more. 

The Battle River 
Community 
Foundation will 
accept monetary 
donations for this 
special project. 

They can be mailed to  
Box 1122, Camrose, AB, T4V 4E7. 
Tax receipts will be provided.
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Although this newsletter is not specifically intended to be a fundraising 
initiative, in accordance with the Alberta Charitable Fund-raising Act,  

we are pleased to provide the following information: 
“With this newsletter, the BRCF hopes to raise $10,000  

with costs of $2,000.”

This newsletter is proudly sponsored by:

Celebrating 70 Years • 1952 ~ 2022

…is a very powerful force for good throughout the communities that it 
serves. All of us at The Booster are proud to contribute to its success!


