
Remember last year at this time, 
when we hoped that changing the 
page on the calendar would allow us 

to move past the hardships of 2020 
and usher in a new era?

Despite our optimism, 2021 
has not lightened the load 
our communities are facing. 
Changes and challenges brought 

by the pandemic have remained 
with us throughout the year and, in 

much of our local area, we have also faced 
unusually dry weather which has added to 
the economic concerns.

Governments are struggling, local 
organizations are struggling and it doesn’t 
take much research to learn that individuals 
are struggling with their own physical and 
mental well-being, too.

As we move into the Christmas season once 
again, you may find yourself thinking about 
not only Christmas gift giving, but also how 
you can help make the future a bit brighter 

for others.

Why not include a donation or set 
up a fund with the Battle River 
Community Foundation in your 
Christmas giving plans? Your 

donation will directly 
benefit those in need, 

but can also be used 
as a Christmas gift 
for those who have 
everything, in lieu 
of exchanging gifts 

as a family or even in memory of 
family members whose presence 
is missed during this season. The 
people you recognize in this 
way will feel honoured by your 
thoughtfulness and be pleased to 
know that your donation is going 
to support a community group 
or organization that helps others.

The Foundation is pleased to 
accept donations of any size and will 
happily send a letter of acknowledgement 
to the person being recognized. With a 
gift to the Foundation, you can have input 
into how your donation is used, or, if you’d 
prefer, you can set up a fund within the 
Community Fund that will be directed to 
meet the communities’ greatest needs on an 
annual basis. If your donation is $10,000 or 
more, you can even put your name on it.

Start a fund or make a donation by the end 
of the day on December 31 in order to make 
the most of the taxable benefit. Talk to your 
financial advisor or a Board member with 
the Battle River Community Foundation  
to get sound advice on the best way  
for you to give and receive.
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Camrose plays a big part in Brian and Val 
Krushel’s life story, and the local couple is 
happy to ‘give back’ to the community that 
has become their home.
Though Val grew up in Saskatchewan and 
Brian in Manitoba, both chose to attend 
college in Camrose in the late 1970s. Their 
paths crossed in Camrose in 1978, and 
shortly after the couple decided to embark on 
their life’s journey together.
Val and Brian were married in 1982, and in 
1985, Camrose became their permanent 
home, when Brian was called by the Camrose 
Church of God to serve as its Pastor.
Now, 36 years later, Camrose is the place 
where both Brian and Val have worked, raised 
their family and expect to spend the years to 
come. Their three daughters are now grown, 
married and embarking on their own careers 
and families. Brian and Val are looking 
forward to the next phase of family, work and 
community enjoyment. Currently, Brian is the 
Chaplain for Rosehaven Care Centre and Val 
is Coordinator of Student Information Systems 
for Battle River School Division.
The long-time couple feels a sense of 
gratitude for all that being part of the local 
community has brought them, and they are 
honoured to return that support through 
ongoing grants to the Battle River Community 
Foundation.
Both from faith-based families, Val and Brian 
have a long history of being instructed and 
given opportunities to give of “time, talent and 
treasure” in support of their faith community 
and the larger communities in which they 
have lived.
It is a philosophy they continue to embrace 
and feel strongly about, both locally and on a 
more global level.
As Brian says, the couple has always worked 
on the principle that “we give because we 
have been given so much; not because we 
have to, but as we are enabled to.”

Globally, Val sits on the Board of the FARA 
Child Sponsorship program, serving children 
in Uganda and other East Central African 
countries.

Brian is the volunteer Chaplain for the 
Camrose Police Service and the Registrar and 
Academic Standards Committee Chair for the 
Canadian Police Chaplain Association.

Here in Camrose, they are pleased to support 
the Battle River Community Foundation, 
because they see it as being an important 
vehicle for supporting and strengthening the 
local area, as the Foundation has a sense of 
what the greatest needs are and can make 
decisions about how to direct donations.

In addition, “the work of the Foundation helps 
build equity in community organizations 
and individuals, which builds our whole 
community’s capacity to multiply its impact 
for good”.

Brian and Val Krushel



Everyone wants to be able to do things for 
themselves.
“I want to do it myself!” is one of the first 
things you’ll hear children say and that feeling 
doesn’t change, no matter how much older we 
get.
For the folks who live at Big Knife Villa in 
Forestburg, independence is just as important 
as it always was.
Even though they no longer do their own 
cooking and cleaning, or live in a private 
home, being able to make decisions and do 
things they want to do remains important.
Especially in these days of COVID, when 
everyone’s ability to welcome visitors and do 
group activities has been limited, every bit of 
independence matters.
And that’s why having a wheelchair accessible 
van to use has been such a blessing.
The vehicle, which was purchased in 2020 
to replace an older vehicle that was not able 
to accommodate wheelchairs, is helping 
residents continue to be out and 
about, touring the countryside, 
doing errands or even going out 
for lunch downtown. They love the 
comfortable seats, the big windows, 
and being wheelchair accessible 
opens the door for all Villa residents 
to participate in outings.
In addition to being able to see 
the fall colours and interact with 
others, having the vehicle has 
allowed residents of the Villa to 
do something else that’s pretty 
important to them – go downtown 
and vote.
“It means a lot to be able to 
participate as a community 
citizen,” says Villa Manager 
Shannon Pasychnyk. “That’s really 
important to people.”

According to Shannon, it took three years 
to raise funds for the new van and there was 
terrific support from the local community. “It 
was a real group effort,” she says.
The Big Knife Villa Residents Club oversaw 
much of the fundraising work, hosting 
rummage sales, pie and coffee days, and 
more. In addition, the Village of Forestburg 
and the local Historical Society, as well as 
a number of local churches, groups and 
organizations supported the campaign, along 
with the Battle River Community Foundation. 
Personal donations played a significant role in 
the campaign’s success as well.
“Community support is huge for Big Knife 
Villa,” Shannon explains. “We’re so grateful to 
everyone who contributed to the purchase of 
the van, and to everyone who supports us in 
other ways, as well.
“Donations are critical to our operations and 
a big part of what helps keep us vibrant. The 
fundraising for this van is just one example of 
that.”

Big Knife Villa Residents Club handi-van



The unusual conditions of the 
past 20 months have taken a big 
toll on community organizations, 
including the Battle River Community 
Foundation.
Although needs continue to exist and 
even grow, the fundraising activities 
on which many organizations rely 
have been curtailed and government 
funding is being stretched to the 
limit.
As we look ahead, we know that 
lack of funds will cause hardships 
to continue for many of our local 
citizens and projects. But you 
can help change that by making 
a donation to the Battle River 
Community Foundation. We have 
been very fortunate to continue 
to have income available from 
our existing funds, and also the 
ongoing support of members of our 
community.
Whether your gift is big or small, 
made one time or through ongoing 
gifts such as donors Brian and Val 
Krushel spoke about in the article on 
Page 2, it will make a difference to 
the future.

Over the years, the Battle River 
Community Foundation’s donor-
advised funds, Community Fund 
and other grants have supported 
communities throughout our 
geographic area. Causes have 
ranged from the purchase of 
wheelchair accessible vehicles for 
seniors’ facilities, such as the new 
van that residents of Big Knife Villa 
in Forestburg celebrate in the article 
on Page 3, to children’s sport or 
music programs, park and cemetery 
enhancements, family violence 
prevention, food banks, literacy 
programs for adults and much, much 
more.

Whatever cause is important to you, 
there is a way for the Battle River 
Community Foundation to help 
you make a contribution that will 
positively impact the future.

Please visit our office or contact any 
Board member for more information 
on how you can help make a 
difference.
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