
Remember when we thought things would 
surely “bounce back” in 2022, and we would be 
able to shake off the effects of the last two years?

While some recovery has indeed happened, it is 
still a very difficult time for many families.

Global supply shortages and political unrest 
have caused rising costs for everyone, but most 
especially for those who can afford it the least.

In this, the season of giving, it’s a good time for 
those of us who can to look beyond our own 
families and consider how to support others. 

Gifts of cash, stocks, and insurance that are made to the 
Foundation before the end of the calendar year may be 
beneficial for tax purposes – allowing donors to help 
others while also helping themselves. Those gifts will 
keeps giving in the years to come, allowing the 
Foundation to continue enhancing the quality of 
life of our east central Alberta communities.

If you are considering making a donation for 
a 2022 tax receipt, the CRA requires your 
donation either to be postmarked or physically 

received on or before December 31, 2022. Please 
connect with our office, or any of the Board members 
listed on page 4 of this newsletter. 

We wish you all the best of the season!
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At the Flagstaff Food Bank, they 
understand that no one wants to rely 
on their service and they do their best 
to take away any stigma that may be 
attached to seeking support for food 
insecurity.

 The Food Bank, located in Killam, 
serves the entire Flagstaff Region. In 
existence for decades, it has been run by 
volunteers, with one paid coordinator 
position, which has been Flagstaff 
Family Community Services for about 
the last 12 months.

 The Flagstaff Food Bank has received 
donations from the Battle River 
Community Foundation multiple times 
over the years. But the most recent 
$10,000 grant has allowed advance 
purchasing to ensure every individual or 
family who comes for support receives a hamper that 
includes important basic items.

 “We are incredibly grateful to all of the people who 
support our Food Bank,” says Lynne Jenkinson, 
Director of FFCS. “Without their contributions we 
could not provide what we do. This recent gift from the 
Foundation has allowed us to also put a stronger base 
of support in place for everyone we serve.”

 The Flagstaff Food Bank has created a “standard” 
hamper that includes about one week’s worth of food 
and household items for the individual or family 

that is being served. The hamper was designed by a 
committee of the Food Bank Board, with the intention 
of including basic food items, along with necessities 
such as toilet paper, soap and toothpaste. The 
committee will review their design annually, to ensure 
it continues to meet the needs of those being served.

  Not all hampers are exactly the same and patrons do 
have the opportunity to choose based on their own 
tastes, as well as what’s available.

 The need for Food Bank services is growing in the 
Flagstaff area, as it is everywhere. The pandemic years 
of 2020 and 2021 actually saw food bank use decline 
slightly, but 2022 has seen a rebound of need. Perhaps 
driven by rising costs for all items and ongoing 
employment issues in some sectors, Flagstaff has seen 
an increase in need for the Food Bank this year. The 
Food Bank gave out 409 hampers in 2021, which has 
increased to 504 in 2022.

 A total of more than 1300 people have been served 
this year. One of the most concerning aspects of the 
numbers is that it includes 455 children.

 “We don’t judge people for coming to us,” Lynne 
says, “We welcome them. Their circumstances are 
already challenging without that added discomfort. 
All we want to do is help ensure every member of our 
communities has enough food to see them through.”

Donations from individuals
and businesses are crucial

to the local Food Bank’s success.

Donations 
keep the 

 Flagstaff Food 
Bank shelves  
stocked with 

standard hamper 
items and more.



It could sound like a cliché to say that the founders 
of Zetsen Master Builders are focused on building 
community.

But when Garry and Sherry Zetsen say it, they mean 
far more than building quality homes. They also mean 
building opportunities for quality communities and 
healthy families.

The long-time local couple started multiple funds 
with the Battle River Community Foundation 
nearly a decade ago, to 
continue their lifelong 
legacy of supporting the 
community.

Sherry grew up as part of 
a family of 12 who lived 
in various locations in 
Camrose County, including 
Bittern Lake. Garry came 
to the local area in 1969, 
reluctantly settling on a 
farm in the Bittern Lake 
area with his family when 
he was in Grade 10. The 
rest, as they say, is history.

Fifty years later (46 of 
those married) Sherry 
and Garry have raised 
three children and have 
six grandchildren in the 
local area. Garry and 
his father, with Sherry’s 
support, started Zetsen 
Master Builders and the 
couple have always made 
it a priority to support 
the community that has 
supported them.

Their Foundation Funds 
are focused on youth 
literacy and Reading 
University, minor sports, 
and education for young parents. 

“Children are your future,” Garry says, “in both your 
family and your community. The more doors we can 
unlock for kids, the better off we all will be down the 
road.”

As parents and grandparents, the Zetsens strongly 
believe in the fundamental importance of reading 
– that’s why they are such big fans of Reading 
University, a summer program funded by the 
Foundation providing extra reading support to 
elementary school children not yet reading at grade 
level.

 “Reading is fundamental,” says Sherry. “If you don’t 
have that skill, you don’t have the opportunity to 
succeed and thrive.”

The Zetsens see minor 
sports as an avenue to 
community building, too, 
through teamwork and 
other important aspects 
of positive character 
development. They also 
see supporting young 
parents finishing their 
high school education 
as an integral part of 
helping communities 
thrive. “A high school 
education brings so many 
more opportunities to 
people – in this case two 
generations of people.”

Garry and Sherry 
believe the Battle River 
Community Foundation 
has the ability to be a 
long-term contributor to 
the local area and they 
are proud to be part of its 
success.

“In a house or in a 
community, if the 
Foundation isn’t strong, 
everything crumbles. We 
live in the best country, 
the best province, the 

best city, but sometimes we 
take that foundational stuff for granted.  We realize 
that there are things we can do to help and we are so 
grateful to be able to do that.”

Donors, Sherry and Garry Zetsen



After a two-year hiatus, the Battle River 
Community Foundation was honoured to 
host two celebrations during the month 
of October. The first, held October 14, 
acknowledged Camrose Community 
Builders Lou and Morris Henderson while 
the second, held October 29, celebrated 
Killam-area Community Builders Sharon 
and Jack Moser.

 The events, each of which raised funds to 
support causes in the Community Builders’ 
local communities, were an opportunity 
for guests to gather, share a meal, bid on 
auction items and hear great tributes and 
stories about those being celebrated.

 Combined, the two events raised more than 
$100,000!

 Foundation Board and staff thanks 
everyone who attended or supported these 
events. Your continued support allows the 
Foundation to build long-term assistance 
for the programs and services that help 
our communities thrive. We are looking 
forward to being able to celebrate together 
again next year! 
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Although this newsletter is not specifically intended to 
be a fundraising initiative, in accordance with the Alberta 

Charitable Fund-raising Act,  
we are pleased to provide the following information: 

“With this newsletter, the BRCF hopes to raise $10,000  
with costs of $2,000.”


